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interest. This was a temple, or rather a series of
temples, built about five thousand years ago, and
having laid buried since Roman times they are
unusually well preserved* They were dug out during
a few years just before the end of the last century.
Taxien, like several other temples on the island,
consists of semi-circular chambers, each connected
with one or more of its neighbours* The roofs have
gone, but the walls still remain, and many of the
huge blocks of stone show astonishingly artistic
designs carved on them in bas-relief, the execution
of which would not shame stone-carvers of today.
There is also a realistic carving of a sow and her
litter, as well as one of a bull.
Animal sacrifices took place in the various
shrines, which show signs of great heat from fires
built up on the beaten earth floors ; there are
also curious holes in the altars, for securing the
animals, and their bones have been found piled up
in spaces behind the altars themselves.
This place and the others, which lie some
distance away at Hagiar Kim, are, I consider, far and
away more interesting than Stonehenge ; although
the stones are not, generally, as large, a few, however,
do compare very favourably in size with it, and most
certainly in the cleanness of their dressing*
I am not particularly thrilled by such places
after the first visit, but I realize what a joy Taxien